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Between 1941 and 1945,  6 million Jews as well as 
members of other minority groups, were murdered by 

the Nazis at concentration camps.

What was the Holocaust?



The Holocaust is an example of genocide - 
the deliberate killing of a large group of people as a 

result of their ethnicity or religious beliefs.

Holocaust Memorial Day

Holocaust Memorial Day is a national day 
of commemoration to remember those who 

suffered in the Holocaust and subsequent 
genocides throughout the world.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9dL6H0C0ekQ


This year we have been asked by Chorley council to 
produce a display showing our commemorations for 

HMD. Each house will be looking at a different 
genocide and producing work to form our display.

Holocaust Memorial Day 2017

Africa will be looking at the genocide which 
took place in Rwanda in 1994.



Genocide in Rwanda
Background Information:
● Ethnic tensions have always existed in Rwanda between 

the majority Hutus and the minority Tutsis.
● The two ethnic groups are actually  very similar - they 

speak the same language, inhabit the same area and follow 
the same traditions. However, Tutsis are often taller and 
thinner and seen as more European.

● On 6th April 1994, a plane was shot down killing 
President Habyariman, a Hutu.

● Extremists Hutu leaders accused Tutsis of killing the 
President and Hutu civilians were told that it was their 
duty to wipe out the Tutsis.



Genocide in Rwanda
The Genocide:
● In 100 days in 1994, approximately 1 million Tutsis were 

murdered in the genocide in Rwanda.
● Despite its colossal scale, this genocide was carried out 

almost entirely by hand, usually using machetes and clubs. 
Men had been trained to massacre and were members of 
civilian death squads.

● The government provided support and organisation  by 
encouraged the killers to do their work. Local officials 
assisted in rounding up victims and making suitable places 
available for slaughter.

● Frequently the killers were people victims knew.



Appolinaire’s Story

Appolinaire Kageruka was 24 years 
old and working as a teacher, when 
the genocide in Rwanda began in 
1994, In this film, he tells us about 

his journey of escape from the 
genocide.



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AEAzKlKqB6M


Your Task
Holocaust Memorial Day gives us the 

opportunity to challenge ourselves to use the 
lessons of the past to inform our lives today.

Thinking about the genocide in Rwanda:
On your flame, write a short reflection 

explaining why it is important to look at this 
event to ‘learn the lessons of the past’.



The top automated response when you 
type ‘did’ into Google is...

● Why might some 
people try to deny these 
events ever happened?

● Why is it important 
that we remember the 
Holocaust and 
subsequent genocides?



Genocide Memorial in Rwanda


